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As a PC holder with an MW, Di rector of Maintenance of another Class 3
Repair Stati on, an |A, and an A&P with nearly two decades of Ceneral

Aviation experience, it appears to nme that the FAAis trying to elimnate
Part 145 Repair Stations from General Aviation and small business in
general . If this is not the intent, it wll nonetheless be the result.

The burden of tinme, manpower, and capital investnent to conply with the
conpl ex changes the FAA proposes will sinply not be possible for many

Repai r

Stations and snall nanufacturers. This will |eave only unsupervised A& s
and 1A's on one side, and large commercial operators on the other. By
driving out snall business Repair Stations, General Aviation safety will be

severely conproni sed.

If safety really is the FAA's principal concern, then it should be

devel opi ng ways to encourage small pmaintenance facilities to becone Repair
Stations. This woul d elimnate unsupervi sed mai nt enance and inspections on
nost aircraft, and provide increased consistency anong nai ntenance
operations. Once everyone is on board, then the system can be inproved in
graduated steps. Not in one big step.

Finally, the cost of conplying with FAR Part 145 already adds significantly
to the cost of operations. Increasing regulations |eads to increased
overhead, which leads to increased shop rates. As Repair Station shop

rates
continue to rise, where will the hard pressed CGeneral Aviation aircraft

owners bring their aircraft? To unsupervised A&P's and IA's. How will
this inprove safety? Increasing regulatory pressures will anplify an
al ready unlevel playing field. This aircraft manufacturer just surendered

its Service Center's Repair Station Certificate due to its inability to
conpete with the | ow overhead of non-repair station nmaintenance operations
who are not held to the sane standards. Aircraft owners are driven by
econom cs, and they take their aircraft to good shops with | ower shop
rates.

Sinple as that.

What the FAA proposes is legitimte and comendable, but econom cally
i npossi ble for small  busi nesses. Many mai ntenance operations will revert
back to the less restrictive Part 43 requirenments, and operations




considering Part 145 in the future will be detered by the siginificant

i nvestment  required. Regul ati ons and safety may be increased, but only
within a constricting circle, while the masses of General Aviation aircraft
owners are driven into the real mof unsupervised inspection and

mai nt enance.

Safety will be inproved on one hand, while damaged on the other. General
Aviation aircraft age, and the financial capabilities of the aircraft
owners, further conplicate a growing threat to safety. Pl ease don't fan
t he

flanmes by driving out snmall repair stations. There is nore to aviation

t han

big Airline, Charter, and Corporate operators. Don't forget the little

guys.
Si ncerely,

Philip J. Baker
Chi ef Operating O ficer
Aer of ab/ Lake Aircraft
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